The physician's role in directing long-term care. Understanding the rules is important for protecting your patients and your practice.
Meeting the healthcare needs of patients who require long-term care presents many challenges, not the least of which are local and federal regulations, a formidable bureaucracy, and confusing paperwork. Despite these obstacles, long-term care patients often are among those with the greatest need for well-trained physicians and high-quality medical services. This article reviews elements of long-term care, with an emphasis on how primary care physicians should order and provide services.